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BILL is introduced in either the House of
Representatives or the Senate (chambaer).
=7
A committee studies BILL, at which time
the public may be present.

A
The chamber debates BILL. The public may be

present to show support or to oppose.

S
If passed, BILLis sent to the other chamber,
There, a similar procedure takes place.

Pa £
If passed with amendments, BILL s returned If passed without amendments,
to the original chamber. If members BILL goes straight to the Governor.
approve changes, it is sent to the Governor, ¢ '
oy S

Governor may veto, sign, or not sign BILL.
If not vetoed, (the) BILL becomes (a) LAW

on January 1 of the next year, _

\

merehistory.weebly.com



LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
FLOW CHART: How a Bill Becomes a Law

BILL is introduced in either the House of
Representatives or the Senate (chambar).
v
A committee studies BILL, at which time

the public may be present.

=

The chamber debates BILL. The public may be
present to show support or to oppose.,
7
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If passed, BILL is nnt to the other chamber. 4
There, a similar procedure takes place., .

S2

If passed with amendments, BILL is returned

to the original chamber. If members
apprave changes, it is sent to the Governaor.

If passed without amendments,
BILL goas straight to the Governor,

7

Governor may veto, sign, or not sign BILL.
If not vetoed, (the) BILL becomes (a) LAW

on January 1 of the next year. _
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CHART: Texas Legislature
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The Texas legislature is bicameral. It has two chambers: the House

of Representatives (150 members) and the Senate (31 members).

The U.S. Congress is bicameral. It has two chambers: the House of

Representatives (435 members) and the Senate (100 members).

U.S. Congress

Senate House
Term 4 years 2 years
Age At least 26 At least 21
Residency 5+ years 2+ years
Meets in Austin once every
ssions two years for 140 days

Senate House

Term 6 years 2 years
Age At least 30 At least 25
S+yearsazs US. | T4yearsas US
citizen: must citizen: must
esidency | L 0 in stateat Bve in state at
time of election time of election

At least once each year;
Sessions no time limit
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Texas Legislature

Senate House
Term 4 years 2 years
Age At least 26 At least 21
Residency 5+ years 2+ years
Meets in Austin once avery
Sessions two years for 140 days
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VOCABULARY: Legislative Branch

bicameral: Composed of two legislative chambers or houses.

bill: A proposal for a new law.

seniority: A rule in the Congress by which members have their
choice of committee assignments in order of rank based on
length of service.

interim committee: A group established by law or rules to work
between sessions on legislative matters.

select committee: A group appointed by the Speaker and/or the
Lt. Governor to handle specific matters. This committee is

usually dissolved when its purpose is accomplished.
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5. Spe_aher of the_House.

A. Serves as-presiding officer of the House.
B. Can/vote-on.bills.
C. Decides which'members'sefve on which committees.

D. Decides which committee a bill is assigned to, which
may determine if a bill eventually passes or fails.
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6. Lieutenant Governor.

A. Serves as-presiding officer (president) of the Senate.
B. Only votesif the\Senate’s vote ends’ih atie.
C. Decides which'members)sefve on which committees.

D. Decides which committee a bill is assigned to, which
may determine if a bill eventually passes or fails.
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Schoolhouse Rock | IlmJust a Bill

Almost Painléss Guid(! | Legislative Branch
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFroMQlKiag
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YT8Iy38JPKQ&list=PL3iXT5bkhX7EFqHSSeFr8rwN-sjn7eMsr&index=11




